The Privilege of Choosing Your Mate

1 Corinthians 7:1-2 NLT

1 Now about the questions you asked in your letter.  Yes, it is good to live a celibate life. 2 but because there is so much sexual immorality, each man should have his own wife, and each woman should have her own husband. 

I Corinthians 7:6-9:

6 This is only my suggestion.  It’s not meant to be an absolute rule. 7 I wish everyone could get along without marrying, just as I do.  But we are not all the same.  God gives some the gift of marriage, and to others he gives the gift of singleness. 8 Now I say to those who aren’t married and to widows---it’s better to stay unmarried, just as I am. 9 But if they can’t control themselves, they should go ahead and marry.  It’s better to marry than to burn with lust.

I Corinthians 7:17:

17 You must accept whatever situation the Lord has put you in, and continue on as you were when God first called you. This is my rule for all the churches. 

I Corinthians 7:25:40:

25 Now about the young women who are not yet married.  I do not have a command from the Lord for them. But the Lord in his kindness has given me wisdom that can be trusted, and I will share it with you. 26 Because of the present crisis, I think it is best to remain just as you are. 27 If you have a wife, do not end the marriage.  If you do not have a wife, do not get married. 28 But if you do get married, it is not a sin.  And if a young woman gets married, it is not a sin.  However I am trying to spare you the extra problems that come with marriage. 29 Now let me say this, dear brothers and sisters:  The time that remains is very short, so husbands should not let marriage be their major concern. 30 Happiness or sadness or wealth should not keep anyone from doing God’s work. 31 Those in frequent contact with the things of the world should make good use of them without becoming attached to them, for this world and all it contains will pass away. 32 in everything you do, I want you to be free from the concerns of this life. An unmarried man can spend his time doing the Lord’s work and thinking how to please him. 33 But a married man can’t do that so well.  He has to think about his earthly responsibilities and how to please his wife. 34 His interests are divided.  In the same way, a woman who is no longer married or has never been married can be more devoted to the Lord in body and in spirit, while the married woman must be concerned about her earthly responsibilities and how to please her husband. 35 I am saying this for your benefit, not to place restrictions on you.  I want you to do whatever will help you serve the Lord best, with as few distractions as possible. 36 But if a man thinks he ought to marry his fiancée because he has trouble controlling his passions and time is passing, it is all right; it is not a sin.  Let them marry. 37 But if he has decided firmly not to marry and there is no urgency and he can control his passion, he does well not to marry. 38 So the person who marries does well, and the person who doesn’t marry does even better. 39 A wife is married to her husband as long as he lives.  If her husband dies, she is free to marry whomever she wishes, but this must be a marriage acceptable to the Lord. 40 But in my opinion it will be better for her if she doesn’t marry again, and I think I am giving you counsel from God’s Spirit when I say this.

Thesis:  We desire to recognize and affirm the single adults in our midst today.  For singles and married persons alike, however, it is valuable to recognize that God has given to you the privilege of choosing your mate.  Through the Apostle Paul’s instructions in 1 Corinthians 7, God instructs single adults to choose your mates in light of your love for one another, in light of your relationship with God and in light of God’s Kingdom purposes.

I. Choose a mate in light of your love for one another (vv. 1-2, 6-9).


Paul makes it clear that love for someone of the opposite sex is a very appropriate reason for choosing a mate.  Understand clearly that this is what Paul means.  Paul is not condoning marriage as a remedy for lust in general.  He is, rather, affirming that God instituted marriage and blessed it as the only appropriate relationship in which sexual intimacy is appropriate.  The desire for physical intimacy is natural between a man and a woman who love each other, and the marriage relationship provides a healthy context for emotional, physical and spiritual intimacy between two people.


Paul emphasizes that celibacy is only appropriate for the single adult and that sexual intimacy is only appropriate between two married individuals.  But the ability to choose celibacy or marital companionship is the blessed choice God has left to the discretion of each individual.


In some cultures, marriages have traditionally been arranged by the parents of the bride and groom.  While this is not prohibited in Scripture, God’s Word makes it clear that love between a man and a woman is a very appropriate reason for choosing to marry.  Whether your marriage is arranged or whether you have the privilege of choosing your mate, God’s instructions are nonetheless very clear about your responsibility to act in a loving manner toward your spouse.

Ephesians 5:25-29 NLT - 

25 And you husbands must love your wives with the same love Christ showed the church. He gave up his life for her 26 to make her holy and clean, washed by baptism and God's word. 27 He did this to present her to himself as a glorious church without a spot or wrinkle or any other blemish. Instead, she will be holy and without fault. 28 In the same way, husbands ought to love their wives as they love their own bodies. For a man is actually loving himself when he loves his wife. 29 No one hates his own body but lovingly cares for it, just as Christ cares for his body, which is the church. 30 And we are his body.

II. Choose a mate in light of your relationship with God   (vv. 7b, 17, 25-28).


Paul teaches us here that marriage is a sacred institution, not to be entered upon lightly.

Ephesians 5:31-33 NLT - 

31 As the Scriptures say, "A man leaves his father and mother and is joined to his wife, and the two are united into one." 32 This is a great mystery, but it is an illustration of the way Christ and the church are one. 33 So again I say, each man must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband.


Paul also makes it clear that God gifts and calls every individual to specific situations of life, with respect to his purpose and plan for their lives.  To avoid any confusion about singleness being an indication of personal insignificance, sinfulness/righteousness, unworthiness or lack of acceptability, or of marriage being an indication of significance, righteousness/sinfulness, superiority, or exceptionality, Paul describes marriage in these ways:  “the gift” that “God gives;” “the “situation the Lord put you in… when God  first called you;” and “not a sin.”

The sacredness of marriage should impress certain truths upon our hearts and minds.  As we seek to honor God in our relationships, we should understand the teachings of God’s Word that…

A.)  …we aren’t to be unequally ______________ : believer to unbeliever. 



(2 Cor 6:14)

B.)  …we are to be _________________ to our spouses in mind and body. 



(1 Cor. 7:3-5; Mt 5:27-28)

C.)  …we are to love our spouses selflessly, in the example of _________ .  

(Mark 10:45)

D.)  …we are to love _________ foremost and above our _____________.         

(Mt 22:37-39)


Besides the obvious multiplied concerns that come with marital relationships, there are “extra problems” which Paul spoke of “sparing” singles, in v. 27.  Some of these problems come when we don’t choose our mates in light of our relationship with God.  These “extra problems” include failed marriages, unfulfilling marriages, unequally-yoked marriages, and marriages that encounter infidelity.

To choose a mate is a __________________
; to choose in light of your relationship with God is a high and holy ______________________.

III. Choose a mate in light of God’s Kingdom purposes (vv. 29-35)


Paul refuses to exhort us to a mere ‘status quo’ standard of marriage, and he doesn’t stop at challenging us to live married lives that are above reproach as Christians.  Paul challenges us all to aspire to the highest standards in every earthly relationship, placing each relationship within the perspective of God’s Kingdom purposes.


Why do you think Paul emphasizes that “the time that remains is very short?”  He spoke these words to Christians almost 2,000 years ago.  What Paul wishes to communicate to the Corinthian Christians 2,000 years ago and to the BCI Christians 2,000 years later is one and the same thing.

“Time is short!” means…

…Christ’s coming will occur _____________; we must be spiritually prepared. (Matt 24:43-44)

…Life is ______________; it is a gift bestowed one day at a time. 


(Luke 12:16-20)

…The task of world evangelization is ___________! Christ’s return awaits only its completion.

Matthew 24:14 NLT – “And the Good News about the Kingdom will be preached throughout the whole world, so that all nations will hear it; and then, finally, the end will come.”

2 Peter 3:9 – “The Lord isn’t really being slow about His promise to return, as some people think.  No, He is being patient for your sake.  He does not want anyone to perish, so He is giving more time for everyone to repent.”

 
If the time that remained then was “short,” how short is it now?  That is why it is so urgent and critical that we maintain the highest standards in all of our choices, most especially the choice involving whether or not to engage in a marital relationship and with whom you should get married.

CONCLUSION:  We all want to be happy, fulfilled and lastingly married---probably in that order!  And how could we hope to ever be happier, more fulfilled and content in a lasting marriage than when fulfilling God’s highest hopes for us in the midst of relationships that he has ordained?
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