Boasting in the Cross: (Part II)
THE CROSS OF GRACE

Romans 3:21-26

Romans 3:21-26 

21) But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. 
22) This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, 
23) for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 
24) and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. 
25) God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished—

26) he did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus. 


One of the fundamental truths about Christianity is the fact that it is more than a religion about Christ; it is a relationship with Christ.  Allow me to explain the difference. You see, the original meaning of the word religion comes from RELIGARE, which means in our modern words re-link or re-unite with God. In a sense, religion speaks of man, being conscious of his separation from God, is struggling to somehow perform rituals and keep traditions in order to earn the good favor of God. Clearly the emphasis is man doing something in order to gain salvation. 

By contrast, in relationship the focus is what God has done, giving up His one and only Son to die on the cross so He can bestow the favor of eternal life to everyone who by faith would open his or her heart and receive Jesus as his close and personal savior. On the basis this truth, John the beloved has proclaimed:

John 1:11-12 

11)    He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 

12) Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God—
1 John 5:12 

12)    He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life. 

Without a doubt, a sinner can receive forgiveness and begin a Father and child relationship with God. Because of this relationship, God’s children are guaranteed with the blessing of eternal life.  This is the element of grace that flows from the cross. 
As we continue to deal with this theme, Boasting in the Cross, I believe it would be significant to emphasize the grace of God in relation to the death of Christ. Of course, when we speak of grace, we are referring to God’s undeserved favor. The truth of the matter is, we all deserve to be punished because of all our sins, but God in His grace punished His own Son instead. 
Paul dealt with this truth extensively in the book of Romans. Our main text will help establish the glory of the cross based on God’s grace or God’s gift. Where can we see the expression of grace in the cross? 
I
THE GIFT OF RIGHTEOUSNESS (vv.21-22)

Verse 21, begins with God’s words of relief, “But now.” Prior to our text, Paul has exposed the total failure of man as God sees it, with his ability to see everything about us. Notice:

Romans 3:10-18 

10) "There is no one righteous, not even one; 

11) there is no one who understands, no one who seeks God. 

12) All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one who does good, not even one." 

13) "Their throats are open graves; their tongues practice deceit."

 "The poison of vipers is on their lips." 

14) "Their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness." 

15) "Their feet are swift to shed blood; 

16) ruin and misery mark their ways, 

17) and the way of peace they do not know." 

18) "There is no fear of God before their eyes."


Looking at this passage we can conclude that no one can make it in God's standard of holiness. Man on his own is a total failure. Not even the law is capable of bringing that righteousness in man. All the law can do is to only make man conscious of sin.  

Romans 3:20 

20) Therefore no one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin. 


Going back to “But now,” in the midst of man’s failure, God has provided an answer. He in His loving grace is giving His own righteousness. This is he kind of righteousness that both the Law and the prophets had proclaimed. Obviously, this righteousness can never be accomplished by fulfilling the law, but is rather  a standing before God. 

Among the men and women who had walked on earth, only Jesus meets God’s standard of holiness. When Jesus went to the cross, he took our sins, so in return He can give us His righteousness that is acceptable to God.

2 Corinthians 5:21 

21) God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 


Today, a child of God stands before God no longer on his sinfulness, but through the righteousness of Jesus. 
II
THE GIFT OF FAITH: (v. 22)


The Bible is quite clear on the teaching that we are saved by grace through faith. 
Ephesians 2:8-9 

8) For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—

9) not by works, so that no one can boast. 

In order to strip us of boasting in the flesh, salvation is all by grace through faith. In our passage it is by grace that God is giving His righteousness, but man can only receive it when he or she responds by faith.  
Now, faith is the belief that Jesus has satisfied the demands of God’s righteousness on the cross. When Martin Luther translated this verse into German he felt the sense of it so strongly that he added the word “alone” — “by faith alone!” Sola fide.

One aspect of faith that all of us need to know is the truth that faith does not come out naturally from man. Faith is also a gift from God. 
Romans 12:3 

3) For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you. 

Hebrews 12:2 

2) Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 


Once you have exercised faith, you have to constantly remember that it was only given to you by God. To Him be the glory!

Paul in our text added this phrase, There is no difference.” 
Paul was stressing to them that all are under sin, and salvation is available to all on equal basis. Whether they are Jews or Gentiles, it does not matter. Anyone who wants to be saved can only be saved by grace through faith in Christ. 
III
THE GIFT OF JUSTIFICATION:  (vv. 24-26)


The last is justification. Justification is one of those big words in the New Testament that we really need to understand. The root word Justify is a legal term which means to declare righteous. 

Thus, in justification, God is presented to us as the holy judge. On account of Christ’s death on the cross, God can declare a sinner righteous or holy, granting the acquittal  from the penalty of death. 

A key to the action of God in making this righteousness possible is found in the term “sacrifice of atonement”  During the Old Testament times, the Jews were offering animals on the altar for the purpose of the covering of their sins. The animal’s blood poured on the altar became the instrument to turn away God’s anger from their sins and bestow forgiveness. The principle is stated as:

Hebrews 9:22 

22) In fact, the law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. 


In the same way, the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross whereby He shed His own blood became the absolute basis for God’s forgiveness. Through Jesus sacrifice, God satisfied the righteous demand of law. He did not condone sin because Jesus took its punishment. Out of this, God is able to declare sinners righteous when they accept what Jesus has done. 

Some have pictured justification in this way. You are in a courtroom and God is the judge. You are accused of horrible debts. In fact, you are guilty. The judge hears the case and you are found guilty. But just then, your attorney, Christ Jesus steps in and says, “Your honor, I have paid all my clients’ debts.” Then the judge acquits you, because of what Christ did for you. You are no longer guilty in God’s eyes. Christ bought you out of condemnation. 

After everything that has been said, the bottom line is we are all debtors to God who has given us His amazing grace. All we possessed today  - forgiveness of sins, relationship with God, eternal life, etc. , came as gifts from God. All became possible because Jesus died on the cross. Truly, all boastings belong to Him.


Jesus paid it all; Al to Him I owe

Sin had left a crimson stain; He washed it white as snow.    

