THE ADVANTAGES OF BEING SINGLE

1 Corinthians 7:32-35

1 Corinthians 7:32-35 

32) I would like you to be free from concern. An unmarried man is concerned about the Lord's affairs--how he can please the Lord. 

33) But a married man is concerned about the affairs of this world--how he can please his wife—

34) and his interests are divided. An unmarried woman or virgin is concerned about the Lord's affairs: Her aim is to be devoted to the Lord in both body and spirit. But a married woman is concerned about the affairs of this world--how she can please her husband. 

35) I am saying this for your own good, not to restrict you, but that you may live in a right way in undivided devotion to the Lord. 


There is a growing segment of our society who falls on the category of being singles. The USA Today poll says that 49% of adults in America are singles. 18% of them had never been married, 13% are separated or divorced, and the rest are widowed or living with a partner. However, despite being a big group, it is so easy to overlook and take them for granted. 

For example, if you go to any Christian book store, you would find overwhelming resources for husbands, wives, parenthood, and marriage relationships, but very few good books for singles. I even noticed that in our church, when we come to our family months, I often have not included messages for the singles. Let me sincerely convey my apologies. And make a promise that we’ll make sure that we include our singles whenever we tackle family needs. 

This morning, I’d like to talk about The Advantages of Being Single. I believe this is such an important subject because most people have the tendency to assume that everybody should get married, and if they are not, they are missing so much in life or others sometimes, unintentionally, convey to them that something is wrong with them. They often hear comments like, "What’s the matter with you that you are not married?”  With today’s message, I hope, when somebody says that to you, you would be able to say, “What’s the matter with you, that you are not single.”
When you go to our text, you will find the apostle Paul providing some healthy perspectives to the Corinthians about singleness that can enlighten all of us. I really hope these perspectives would help relieve our singles of that pressure to get married.  Truly, there are advantages in being single. Let’s consider the following:                  

I
THE PERSONAL ILLUSTRATION: (1 Cor. 7:7)


There are many individuals who impacted the world of the first century who were noticeably singles. Let me give you at least two – Jesus Christ and Paul. Despite what the Da Vinci Code says, there are no strong evidences that Jesus got married. Marriage was not his priority in his first coming. His marriage to the church will take place when he comes again. 


And then, we have Paul who wrote our text. Bible scholars believe that he was once married and then became widowed. According to tradition, Paul was a member of the Sanhedrin. To belong to this body, it was necessary for a male to be at least twenty years of age and married. During the time he wrote the 1 Corinthians, he was already single, and he was very satisfied with his status that he seems to be endorsing it to his readers because he knows the advantages first hand. 

1 Corinthians 7:7 

7) I wish that all men were as I am. But each man has his own gift from God; one has this gift, another has that. 


Gift – Paul is specific about the fact that there are people who have been gifted to be married, while others are gifted to remain single. Which means that there are some individuals who will find their greatest fulfillment in marriage; some will find the same thing with singleness. 


Jesus has definitely taught the same idea in the Gospels:

Matthew 19:10-12 

10) The disciples said to him, "If this is the situation between a husband and wife, it is better not to marry." 

11) Jesus replied, "Not everyone can accept this word, but only those to whom it has been given. 

12) For some are eunuchs because they were born that way; others were made that way by men; and others have renounced marriage because of the kingdom of heaven. The one who can accept this should accept it." 


I believe what is important in the example of Paul was his sense of satisfaction in his present status. Here’s how he talks about it in another passage:

Philippians 4:12 

12) I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 


He could have well added “whether single or married.” Contentment is always link with our confidence in God who knows what is best for us. The truth is, if you are not content as a single person, you will not be contented even if you get married. 

II
THE PRACTICAL INSPIRATION: (1 Cor. 7: 28)


In verse 28 of the same chapter, Paul had identified one of the advantages of a single life:

1 Corinthians 7:28 

28) But if you do marry, you have not sinned; and if a virgin marries, she has not sinned. But those who marry will face many troubles in this life, and I want to spare you this. 


Compared to single people, generally speaking married couples have more problems:

· Financial Problem – he wants the latest car model, and she wants a new plasma television for the entertainment room.

· Relational problems – he wants to hang out with his sports buddies, but she doesn’t want because all they talk about are sports; and she wants to go out with their friends at church, but he doesn’t want because they have nothing in common.

· Personality problems – Someone has said: “There are two kinds of people at parties: those who want to go home early and those who want to be the last one in the place. The trouble is that they’re usually married to each other.”

These are just some of the problem married couples can encounter.  If you add the responsibilities related to raising children, then you will really say it’s tough to be married. I’m not trying to scare people from marriage or encourage people to get out of marriage. This is a reality: If you’re single, don’t think that if you get married you would have fewer problems. The Bible says the opposite. 

So, before anyone jump into marriage, ask yourself if you are ready for these challenges. According to some studies, there are singles that have been pressured into marriage without careful consideration because of the following factors: 

· The Age Factor – Many become very conscious of the biological clock that is ticking louder and louder drowning out reason and common sense. 

· The Fix Factor – The idea that one needs to have someone who will make him or her a better person. Please don’t buy into the idea that there is a special someone who can come and fix everything in your life. Only Jesus can really do that.
· The Companionship Factor – This is the idea that if ever they get married they will no longer be lonely or isolated. This is only true to a limited degree. There is still a vacuum in our lives that no human being can truly fill. Only a personal relationship with Jesus is the answer. 

Marriage is a sacred relationship that should be considered carefully. Wedding is easy, but marriage is not. If you are not ready for additional responsibilities, you are better off as a single person.   

III
THE PRINCIPAL INTENTION: (1 Cor. 7: 32-35)


Finally, for Paul the greatest advantage is the fact that singles have fewer preoccupations. While there are always things to take our eyes off the Lord, the single person can more easily develop full devotion to Christ. 


The chapter prior to our text, the apostle Paul has explained the ultimate purpose of our existence as believers:

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 

19) Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; 

20) you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body. 


Clearly, the ultimate purpose of our existence is honoring God by serving Him through our bodies. Consider the advantage! The single life makes possible a degree of devotion and commitment to the work of Christ that married life does not allow. 

Think about the freedom the apostle Paul had to travel in service to the Lord Jesus around the known world, from one end of the Roman Empire to the other. And by the grace and power of God in his life, he planted churches all around the Roman Empire. Paul acknowledges in a way that these could have not been possible if he had a wife and children to take care of. 

Singles, have you realized your advantages? Paul wants you to see your singleness as a great way to glorify God. I believe the real challenge is to rejoice and see your status as a gift from God. If you are struggling to accept your singleness, it would surely help to believe that GOD IS GOOD AND WHAT HAPPENS TO YOU ARE OF CONCERN TO YOUR HEAVENLY FATHER.  You have to continually trust Him to meet your emotional and social needs today, and allow Him to take care of your tomorrow. He is still absolutely in control of everything in this world including what is happening in your life. 

