Raising Kids Other Parents Love: (Part I)
BUILDING RESTRAINTS
1 Samuel 3:10-14; Proverbs 23:24-25

1 Samuel 3:10-14 

10) The Lord came and stood there, calling as at the other times, "Samuel! Samuel!" Then Samuel said, "Speak, for your servant is listening." 

11) And the Lord said to Samuel: "See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make the ears of everyone who hears of it tingle. 
12) At that time I will carry out against Eli everything I spoke against his family--from beginning to end. 
13) For I told him that I would judge his family forever because of the sin he knew about; his sons made themselves contemptible, and he failed to restrain them. 
14) Therefore, I swore to the house of Eli, 'The guilt of Eli's house will never be atoned for by sacrifice or offering.' " 

Proverbs 23:24-25 

24) The father of a righteous man has great joy; he who has a wise son delights in him. 

25) May your father and mother be glad; may she who gave you birth rejoice!


Are you raising a spoiled brat? Here are some questions I was able to get from the web to help evaluate whether we have been raising spoiled brats.  If the majority of your answers are “yes” to these questions, there’s no doubt that your child is a spoiled brat.  
After he (or she) is 2-3 years old, does your child: 
· have frequent temper tantrums? 

· act very demanding and always want to get his own way?

· Get frustrated easily?

· Fight, protest, and say “no” to everything?

· Rarely follow rules?

· Rarely listen when you say “no” or “stop”?

· frequently try to control other children or adults?

· frequently complain that he is bored and will not play on his own? 

· not understand that there is a difference between what he needs and what he wants? 

· not follow a schedule and just does things when he wants to, including choosing nap time, when to go to bed, and what to eat? 
· need bribes to get him to do anything? 

· keep you from going out to dinner or doing other things in public because you are afraid of how he will act? 

· frequently hit, bite, and yell when he doesn't get his way? 

· usually have trouble playing with other kids because he is always bossy and never shares? 

                                          (http://pediatrics.about.com/od/discipline/)

Child psychologists agree that some of these behaviors are normal for very young children, but once the child is passed two or three years old, these behaviors must be less frequent. 


Having spoiled brats can lead to a lot of frustrations and complications in our homes. When children are permitted to do what they want to do or when they seem to be the ones leading and the parents are the ones following, families can be heading to some serious crises. 


Our passage perfectly illustrates this truth. Eli was God’s appointed high priest for Israel. He has been given the highest privilege of representing God to the people, and at the same time, helping the people draw themselves closer to God. However, our text shows that God was about to judge him by removing him from his privileged position because of his failure to restrain his evil sons. Very clearly, God held him accountable for the sinful behaviors of his adult sons.  






For the next two Sundays, I’m going to preach on the theme, “Raising Kids Other Parents Love.”  I am convinced that it is quite normal for responsible parents to feel comfortable when their children are hanging out with kids whom they believe are disciplined, and can be positive influences. Think about it, will other parents encourage their children to be friends with your children? Will they be comfortable seeing their kids spend a lot of time with your kids? God was definitely uncomfortable seeing the sons of Eli maintain a position of influence over Israel. Looking at our story, let’s learn some significant truths about building restraints:    
I
THE AUTHORITY: 

When you go back to the text, it is very clear that Eli, the high priest, was held accountable by God because of his failure to restrain his kids. God did not blame their friends or surroundings for their behavior, but the parent. 

This should not come as a surprise to anyone who knows the Scriptures because God has consistently established the authority of parents over the children: 
Exodus 20:12 

12) "Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you. 


From the Ten Commandments, God has expressed his design for the families. The word Honor both in Hebrew and Greek suggests to have great respect for someone. God is expressing that parents deserve to be honored by their children because of their position. To emphasize the seriousness of this commandment, God provided this additional commandment:

Deuteronomy 21:18-21 

18) If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son who does not obey his father and mother and will not listen to them when they discipline him, 

19) his father and mother shall take hold of him and bring him to the elders at the gate of his town. 

20) They shall say to the elders, "This son of ours is stubborn and rebellious. He will not obey us. He is a profligate and a drunkard." 21) Then all the men of his town shall stone him to death. You must purge the evil from among you. All Israel will hear of it and be afraid. 


God will never tolerate flagrant disrespect of parental authority. And parents should never allow their children to disrespect them. Because this is the key in fulfilling our responsibility. 

Dr. Richard Fugate explains in his book, What the Bible Says About Child Training, that parenting involves two major responsibilities:

· Controlling 
· Teaching
For him, controlling is the establishment of the parent’s right to rule over the will of the child. This must be established in order for the parents to be able to teach effectively. It is always easier for children to receive instructions from parents they truly respect.   

Going back to Eli, he failed to exercise his parental authority when he became permissive of his son’s behaviors. Permissiveness is something we need to be careful with. Dr. James Dobson defines permissiveness as the absence of effective parental authority resulting in the lack of boundaries for the child.” 

Obviously, God did not to tolerate Eli’s neglect, and as a result, he and his sons were removed from a great ministry. 

Parents, let us faithfully exercise the authority that God has given us. We are accountable to God on how we are leading and instructing our children.     

II
THE AIM:


Many people look at parenting simply as the responsibility to prepare children to make a living, so that once they can earn money; they could be on their own. 


Believe it or not, parenting is more than that. The Bible states it clearly that parenting involves training and teaching our children to live a life that honors God. This is exactly where Eli failed. Yes, Eli’s sons became already priests. That was their job, but without the right character, they cannot hold on to their job. 


Here are verses that give a hint about the aim in parenting:

Proverbs 22:6 

6) Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.

Ephesians 6:4 

4) Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord. 


You see, there is “the way” where our children should go. According to Ephesians 6:4, this way is in the instruction of the Lord. God intends that we teach our children His ways. We should not allow them to go wherever they want to go. We should lead them to the way they should go. Can they do it on their own? 
Proverbs 29:15 

15) The rod of correction imparts wisdom, but a child left to himself disgraces his mother.

Proverbs 22:15 

15) Folly is bound up in the heart of a child, but the rod of discipline will drive it far from him.


We should never underestimate the power of sin in human lives. Without proper discipline, our children will go astray. 
III
THE AFFECTION: 

One of the misconceptions about building restraints or disciplining is the idea that it is an unloving thing to do.  Perhaps, some of our children perceive having rules as oppressive and unloving.  On the contrary, love is the very foundation of discipline:

Proverbs 13:24 

24) He who spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves him is careful to discipline him.


In fact, when parents instill disciple to their children, they are mimicking God’s example:

Hebrews 12:5-6 

5) And you have forgotten that word of encouragement that addresses you as sons: "My son, do not make light of the Lord's discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, 

6) because the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes everyone he accepts as a son."


I hope we will not put a negative connotation on discipline. I know that there are incidents of abuse on the part of some parents in the area of discipline, but a loving parent, one who really loves God and really loves his children , will always seek the best for his/her children. Again, the key is being a loving parent!
IV
THE ASSURANCE: 

Last but not he least is the special promise of blessing to all the parents who will raise their children according to the instruction of the Lord. Proverbs 23:24-25 clearly talks about a great joy which God himself will bestow. I believe this joy will come as parents observe the results of their training during their children’s adult life.

Parents, I hope all of us are convinced that committing ourselves in obeying God’s Word will always result to great blessings. As we do our best to train or discipline our kids, they may be times of pain and heartache. But let’s us not give up. Let’s seek God’s courage and wisdom, so that we can continually do what we need to do. And I know there will be no regrets. God will help us experience the joy which comes from diligently training our kids. 
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