Raising Kids Other Parents Love: (Part II)

GOING GOD’S WAY
Genesis 18:19 

19) For I have chosen him, so that he will direct his children and his household after him to keep the way of the Lord by doing what is right and just, so that the Lord will bring about for Abraham what he has promised him." 

Proverbs 22:6 

6) Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it.

Ephesians 6:4 

4) Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the training and instruction of the Lord. 

A popular Christian author, Philip Yancey, wrote about an African safari he was on where he saw an old momma giraffe taking care of her offspring. Shortly after he was born, she went over and kicked her offspring, and it looked like she was really hurting her baby. Then she did it again. Each time, the little giraffe would get up on his wobbly legs and try to walk. Still she continued kicking him. Finally, he got up pretty rapidly and ran away from her kicks.
       
Philip turned to his guide and asked, "Why does the mother giraffe do that?" The guide answered, "The only defense the giraffe has is its ability to get up quickly and to out run its predator. If it can’t do that, it will soon die."
             In the same way, trying to instill discipline in our kids can sometimes appear to be a cruel thing, but in reality just like the mother giraffe, it is a very loving thing to do. Knowing how dangerous is our world out there; we cannot afford to be complacent in our responsibilities.

Last Sunday, I started our series on parenting and talked about building restraints. We want to do our best in providing the necessary boundaries for our children. Allow me to pick up where I left off, and show you additional responsibilities in order that we may lead our children according to God’s way. I believe I have clearly emphasized that our ultimate aim as Christian parents is to lead our kids in God’s way. Aside from building restraints, what else should we do?

I
TALK TO GOD ABOUT THEM:


One of the most foundational truths we need to acknowledge in parenting is the fact that we need God’s help.

Psalm 127:1 

1) Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders labor in vain. Unless the Lord watches over the city, he watchmen stand guard in vain. 


The Psalmist declares clearly that even our best efforts are deficient without the aid of God. In the book of Judges, we would find Manoah, who was told by an angel that he and wife will be blessed by the Lord with a special son, whom they will call later as Samson. Recognizing their privilege to nurture God’s special gift, he responded in a prayer:

Judges 13:8 

8) Then Manoah prayed to the Lord: "O Lord, I beg you, let the man of God you sent to us come again to teach us how to bring up the boy who is to be born." 


I believe with all my heart that parents ought to be the most prayerful people on earth. Being entrusted with precious lives, we need to constantly seek God’s help. In a way, parenting has some similarity with gardening. Even if you have planted the best seeds, pulled out the weeds from the soil, and have used the best fertilizers, if God will not give enough sunlight and rain, you will not be successful in growing beautiful flowers. 

Do you pray for them regularly? Do you pray that God will keep their hearts tender for Him? Do you pray that God protect them from the negative influences of our world? God promises to listen to us and respond to our prayers. Let’s commit ourselves in praying for our children faithfully. 
II
TEACH THEM ABOUT GOD:


Parents are responsible in teaching their kids about the God of the Bible. Without it, children will have difficulty knowing God enough for them to love Him. God has clearly communicated this truth to the nation of Israel:
Deuteronomy 6:4-9 

4) Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 

5) Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength. 

6) These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. 

7) Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 

8) Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 

9) Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates. 

Looking at this passage, the word “impress” in verse 7 is translated as “teach” in the King James Version. The translation we have is preferred by scholars because it highlights the Hebrew idea of teaching not as a formal lecture, as in a teacher giving a lecture in a classroom, but as casual, spontaneous, everyday conversations of life teaching method.  

    
Therefore, God wants us, parents, to recognize the fact that our best teachings flow out more of our day-to-day encounters with our children. So, we need to be sensitive to the opportunities we have to teach them about God. Perhaps, we may even be repetitive in order to make sure that they are getting it.  

Now, with regards to this responsibility, there is some sense of urgency. Look at these statistics from the Barna Research Group:

A study indicates that nearly half of all Americans who accept Jesus Christ as their savior do so before reaching the age of 13 (43%), and that two out of three born again Christians (64%) made that commitment to Christ before their 18th birthday. One out of eight born again people (13%) made their profession of faith while 18 to 21 years old. Less than one out of every four born again Christians (23%) embraced Christ after their twenty-first birthday.   

Parents, we cannot delay. We must begin teaching them as early as possible. 

All of us want the best for our kids. Many parents believe that if they can give their kids a nice place to live, a secure environment, good food, designer clothes, drive them to all their sporting events, provide them with adequate spending money, buy them a decent car and give them a good education, they will have done the best they could do.

Those things are good, but as Christian parents we know that the best isn’t just providing things. The best involves leading our children into a personal relationship with Jesus Christ and giving them the tools they need to grow in pleasing and serving the Lord. 

David Ferguson
, author for Parenting with Intimacy, paraphrased a familiar statement of Jesus Christ:


What profit would it be if we gained the whole world, yet lost our children?  (Mark 8:36)


III
TOUCH THEM WITH GOD’S LOVE:

Lastly, we need to love our children according to the love that God has modeled to us as our Heavenly Father. Many of us are probably thinking that it is quite natural for our kids to know that they are loved, but this is not always so. Parents have to be more intentional in this because our children have an inborn need to be loved.  
In 1997 the Journal of the American Medical Association reported the results of a recent federally funded study of 12,000 teens. The study revealed the fact that teenagers who don’t smoke, drink, engage in pre-marital sex, take drugs, or commit acts of violence— says that the number one reason they don’t do all these things is because they know without a shadow of a doubt that they are loved by their parents. 

Do your children know that you love them? How can we let them know? In addition to what we have said last Sunday that discipline communicates love, Here are three more ways we can let them know:
A. Tell them that you love them:

God has never hidden his love for us. He has communicated his love to us by giving us direct statements in the Bible:

Jeremiah 31:3 

3) The Lord appeared to us in the past, saying: "I have loved you with an everlasting love; I have drawn you with loving-kindness. 

John 3:16 

16) "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 


Likewise, parents should never be embarrassed to tell their children that they love them. We never overstate these words, “I love you.” 
B. Spend time with time:

Another way we can make our children feel loved is by spending TIME with them.
 Time is a precious commodity in our society. In fact, almost every one of us gets paid according to the amount of time we spend on our jobs. This is why when we “spend” our time on our children, they instinctively conclude that they are precious to us, they’re loved by us! 

Parents, are you spending quality time with your kids? Remember, love for them is often spelled T I M E.  
C. Accept them unconditionally:


Just like anyone of us, our children are not perfect. There will be times that they will disappoint you, times when they will not be able to make rationale judgments, times when their weaknesses will get the upper hand; in these times, we need to seek the grace of God to accept our kids and love them in the same way God accepts us and loves us. 

The story of the prodigal son in Luke 15:11-31 allows us to see the love of God in action. In the midst of all the shortcomings of the younger son, the father was ready and open to bestow forgiveness and restore his son to his privilege position after he repented. 

This kind of love is only possible by the help of God. We need to draw ourselves close to God and allow Him to fill us with His love.


As parents, we are accountable to God on how we are raising our children. We have to always do our best and make it our goal to lead our children to going God’s way.  
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