Boasting in the Cross: (Part I)
THE NECESSITY OF THE CROSS

Galatians 6:14; Luke 24:44-48

Galatians 6:14 

14) May I never boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the world. 

Luke 24:44-48 (NKJV)

44) Then He said to them, "These are the words which I spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me." 

45) And He opened their understanding, that they might comprehend the Scriptures. 

46) Then He said to them, "Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day, 

47)] and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 

48) And you are witnesses of these things. 


Billy Graham once told a story about a loving mother who suffered severe burns on her hands and arms because of saving her little girl from their burning house. When the girl grew older, not knowing how her mother’s arms had become so scarred, the girl was ashamed of those scarred hands and always insisted that her mother wear long gloves to cover up the ugliness.


But one day the daughter asked her mother how her hands had become so scarred. The mother, for the first time, told her story of how she had saved her life with those hands. The daughter wept tears of gratitude and said, “Oh Mother, those are beautiful hands, the most beautiful in the world. Don’t ever hide them again!”    


In the same way, the cross of the Lord Jesus Christ may be an offensive subject to those who do not understand its significance; but to those who have embraced it for their sin’s forgiveness, it is absolutely glorious. 

The apostle Paul did not hesitate to declare his personal conviction about the cross to the Galatian believers as he concludes his letter to them. With his desire to keep the Galatians from being deceived by the Judaizers who were undermining the cross of Jesus by teaching that they needed to equally embraced the Mosaic laws, Paul wrote a letter to defend the sufficiency of the cross. While the Judaizers were boasting in their self righteousness, Paul acknowledges that his boasting can only be in the cross of Jesus.

This morning, I am starting a new series highlighting Paul’s statement to the Galatians. The study will be broken into four messages:
1. The Necessity of the Cross
2. The Cross of Grace

   

3. The Foolishness of the Cross
   

4. The Power of the Cross


It is my prayer that these messages can lead us to truly appreciate the cross of Christ. 
For the first message, I would like to direct your attention to the words of Jesus Christ found in the Gospel of Luke. As He quoted from the Old Testament Scriptures, he focuses on the prophetical utterances concerning the necessity of the cross (v. 46).  In order to appreciate the cross, we really need to understand why it was necessary. Here are four reasons:

I
FOR THE SAKE OF REVELATION:


When the movie of Mel Gibson, The Passion of the Christ, came out two years ago, so many people were deeply affected by the portrayal of the sufferings that Jesus had to go through on the cross. Many have asked, “Why would Jesus endure so much suffering if He is truly the Son of God?” The best answer to this question comes from a very familiar verse:

John 3:16 

16) "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.

As you ponder upon this verse, the key phrase you should not miss is – “not perish.” Eternal death is our destiny. God perfectly understands that there is no way we can escape it without His help. Because of His great love for us, He chose to give up His own Son to suffer on the cross. You see, the cross becomes the perfect demonstration of God’s unconditional love for all the people of the world. 

This was the same message that Paul was proclaiming to the believers in Rome:

Romans 5:8 

8) But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 


Do you believe that God loves you? If you are still doubtful, don’t fail to look at the cross. I think this is significant not only in terms of our eternal destiny; but also, in our day to day walk with God. During our worst times in life, we are often tempted to question whether God loves us or not. Henry Blackaby, author of Experiencing God, had written that all of our life’s circumstances should be placed in front of the cross. What did he mean by this? When his sixteen year old daughter was diagnosed with cancer, he began to wonder whether God truly loves him or not. His struggle was how can God love him and allow this circumstance? In the midst of his struggle, God reminded him to put his circumstances in front of the cross so that He will not be disoriented about His love. He understood that God did not say that his circumstances will reveal His love; it is the cross that reveals His love. 
II
FOR THE SAKE OF RECONCILIATION: 

The word reconciliation suggests the establishment of harmony. The Bible makes it very clear that since the fall of man, sin did not just separate man from God; sin has also made man an enemy of God. By going to the cross, Jesus paved the way for man to be reconciled with God. Thus, He established harmony between us. 
Romans 5:10 

10) For if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 


Are you aware that sin has made us enemies of God? Can you imagine the implications of being an enemy of God? 

Ephesians 2:12 

12) remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world. 


Being an enemy of God, man is without hope. However, when Jesus went to the cross, He made it possible for man to be reconciled to God. If you and I will recognize what Jesus has accomplished on the cross – pouring His blood in order to remove the sin that caused the conflict. We can be beloved friends of God instead of enemies. 
John 15:13-14 

13) Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 
14) You are my friends if you do what I command. 


There is no greater blessing on earth than be called a friend of God. In one of his very difficult times in life Charles F. Weigle, an itinerant evangelist, wrote this beautiful song:
No One Ever Cared Like Jesus

I would love to tell you what I think of Jesus, 
Since I found in Him a friend so strong and true. 
I would tell you how 
He changed my life completely; 
He did something no other friend could do. 
  

Chorus: 
No one ever cared for me like Jesus; 
There's no other friend as kind as He. 
No one else could take the sin 
And darkness from me; 
O how much He cared for me. 

III
FOR THE SAKE OF RENUNCIATION:


The cross of Jesus is not only necessary for revelation, and reconciliation; but also for renunciation. Let me explain carefully what I mean by leading us to the words of Jesus:
Mark 8:34-35 

 34) Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. 

35) For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me and for the gospel will save it. 


The earthly ministry of Jesus attracted many casual followers. There were many who followed Him for the wrong reasons. To separate the true disciples, Jesus set before everyone his condition of being willing to bear the cross. Renunciation which means an act of surrender or self-denial is very much captured from the words - he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.

Apparently, the cross during the time of the Romans was a symbol of sufferings and shame. I believe it also significant for us to understand that the crucifixion of Jesus was necessary to show us the extent of surrender that God demands from us who would like to seriously pursue Him. 

Have you already considered bearing the cross of Christ? Jesus did not suffer accidentally. He chose to suffer to accomplish the will of the Father in providing eternal salvation. Likewise, as you desire to be an instrument of the Father in the salvation of your family and friends, you will definitely suffer as well. Jesus said:

John 15:20 

20) Remember the words I spoke to you: 'No servant is greater than his master.' If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also. 


Honestly, the cross we can choose to bear can come specifically as we walk in Christ’s steps, and embracing his life. Nevertheless, the comfort for all who would choose to bear Christ’s cross comes from verse 35 of Mark 8 - Whoever loses his life for me and for the gospel will save it. Literally, Jesus is giving the assurance that when we give over our lives to Him; He guarantees to preserve it forever. 

Committing his life to missionary work, Jim Elliot was killed in 1956 by the Ecuadorian Christians whom he was trying to reach for Christ. When He decided to give over his life to the Lord, many of his friends felt he was throwing away his future. And to them he responded with this classic statement:

He is no fool, who gives what he cannot keep, to gain what he cannot lose.

Today, we need to see the cross the way God sees it. Although it was originally designed to punish people, Jesus was able to transform it so we can profit from it. May we continue to appreciate what Jesus has done for us!
    

