FAITHFUL FATHERS 
Proverbs 20:6-7; Lamentations 3:22-23 (Part I)

Proverbs 20:6-7 

6) Many a man claims to have unfailing love, but a faithful man who can find?

7) The righteous man leads a blameless life; blessed are his children after him.

Lamentations 3:22-23 

22) Because of the Lord's great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. 

23) They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. 


Faithfulness is one of the most beautiful characteristics of our Heavenly Father. He is always trustworthy and dependable. 

The prophet Jeremiah who wrote the verse in Lamentations was expressing His confidence in God’s faithful care. In the midst of all the hopelessness around him, he knew that he could always rely on God to sustain him in his journey.  We, as God’s children should have the same assurance. Whatever difficult or challenging situations we are going through, we know that we can always depend on Him. 
This morning, as we celebrate Father’s Day, I would like to challenge all our fathers to follow God’s example in living a life of faithfulness. In the book of Proverbs, King Solomon was aware of the boasting of men concerning their faithfulness, but in reality, he knew real faithfulness was hard to find. I believe the same can be said today – faithful men are very rare. And because of this, tragically, many marriages and homes are suffering.       

Fathers, do you consider yourself faithful? What does it mean to be a faithful father? Let me share to you some areas where we can show some faithfulness:

I
THE FATHER’S PASSION:


It is quite unfortunate that wherever people hear the word passion, the connotation is usually negative. They associate it with sensuality or sex. But, the basic idea of the word comes from a combination of two Greek words en Theos, which means “in God.” The word suggests that our deep desire or enthusiasm should be towards God. This idea emanates from the fact that God is the most deserving of our love and highest adoration. This is the reason why Jesus stated the greatest commandment as: 
Mark 12:30 

30) Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.' 


Is God the object of your love and highest adoration? Time and again, we need to examine our lives to see where our passion lies. It is so easy for our passion to be misplaced. 


I’m sure many of us have been following the NBA finals. Have you seen some of those fans who are really passionate about Dallas and Miami? Did you notice how the fans were all wearing white shirts in Miami? Do you know how much those people are paying in order to watch the games in the arenas? According to one website, the prizes start from $500 for the upper levels up to $5,000 for the lower level baseline. Yet, all the games are filled to capacity.  
Now, please don’t get me wrong. I am not saying that this is necessarily evil. The point is: if men can love basketball to this extent, they should be able to give more love to God. The problem begins when we are willing to be passionate with other things more than being passionate with God. For you, it may not be basketball? Is it another sport, maybe fishing, hunting? How about home improvement? Lastly, can it possibly be your career? Nothing should take the place of God in our love and life. It is to our disadvantage if we fail to love God. Why? Here’s a significant thought:
John 14:15 

15) "If you love me, you will obey what I command. 


Jesus makes it very clear, love is necessary for obedience. And we all know that obedience is necessary to enjoy God’s blessings. If you are wondering why you don’t experience many blessings, chances are the problem lies in your passion. 
II
THE FATHER’S PRIESTHOOD:

First of all, when I use the word priest for fathers, I am very aware of the New Testament teaching concerning the priesthood of all believers, which is found in texts like 1 Peter 2:5,9; Rev. 1:6; Rev. 5:10. This doctrine simply teaches that all believers can now go straight to God and offer spiritual services directly to Him. 


However, I also believe that fathers are given the special privilege to represent and lead their families to God. The most vivid picture of this is seen in the life of Job.

Job 1:4-5 

4) His sons used to take turns holding feasts in their homes, and they would invite their three sisters to eat and drink with them. 

5) When a period of feasting had run its course, Job would send and have them purified. Early in the morning he would sacrifice a burnt offering for each of them, thinking, "Perhaps my children have sinned and cursed God in their hearts." This was Job's regular custom. 

In these verses, we find Job standing in behalf of his ten children seeking forgiveness by offering a burnt sacrifice for each of them. He wanted to make sure that they receive forgiveness for any sins committed knowingly or unknowingly. What a father!


Of course, today, we no longer offer burnt sacrifices. Nevertheless, fathers are still the greatest influence to kids as far as their spiritual lives are concerned. Consider these statistics published by Touchstone in June 2003 entitled, “The Truth about Men & Church.”

· When mom is a regular churchgoer but Dad attends infrequently or never, only 5% of their kids go on to become regular churchgoers.
· When both Mom and Dad attend church regularly, 33% of kids grow up to attend regularly. 

· When Dad is faithful but mom never attends, 44% of the kids end up as regular church attenders.

Clearly, the spiritual practices of the father will determine whether the children will grow up attending church or not. 

I also would like to emphasize the truth about patriarchal blessings.
1 Kings 11:9-13 

9) The Lord became angry with Solomon because his heart had turned away from the Lord, the God of Israel, who had appeared to him twice. 

10) Although he had forbidden Solomon to follow other gods, Solomon did not keep the Lord's command. 

11) So the Lord said to Solomon, "Since this is your attitude and you have not kept my covenant and my decrees, which I commanded you, I will most certainly tear the kingdom away from you and give it to one of your subordinates.

12) Nevertheless, for the sake of David your father, I will not do it during your lifetime. I will tear it out of the hand of your son. 

13) Yet I will not tear the whole kingdom from him, but will give him one tribe for the sake of David my servant and for the sake of Jerusalem, which I have chosen." 


In these verses, we find God getting angry because of Solomon’s disobedience so much so that God was going to punish him. However, God "for the sake of David” (who was Solomon’s father) was going to delay the punishment until after Solomon died. Then, when He ultimately punishes, there is still mercy because He will not destroy them totally. 

Think about this, how many of us are being blessed today because of the faithfulness of our fathers? We can truly praise God if we had fathers who stood as faithful priests for our families. Today, we who are fathers must do the same.

III
THE FATHER’S PURITY:


I would like to add one more before we close. Faithful men keep themselves pure. They are faithful to their marriage vows. They don’t commit adultery. The Bible provides clear exhortations and sufficient warnings concerning the devastating effects of adultery. Listen to Proverbs 7:21-23:
21) With persuasive words she led him astray; she seduced him with her smooth talk. 

22) All at once he followed her like an ox going to the slaughter, like a deer stepping into a noose 

23) till an arrow pierces his liver, like a bird darting into a snare, little knowing it will cost him his life.


Explicitly, the wisdom of God is saying that those who are seduced into an adulterous relationship are being led to their own destruction.  

Today, no one should be complacent about adultery. Every family man should do his best to guard himself lest he falls into this sin. Remember, not even David was exempted from falling. And he and his entire family had suffered severely because of his carelessness.

Fathers, one of the best gifts we can give to our children is a great marriage. Often, we go to great lengths to secure our children from being victimized by criminals – we move to good communities, install expensive alarm systems, etc. But, what are we doing to protect our children from the destructive effects of adultery? What are we doing to guard ourselves from falling? Let me suggest three things we can do:

a. Guard Your Eyes – temptation often enters through our eyes.
Job 31:1 

1) "I made a covenant with my eyes not to look lustfully at a girl. 

b. Guard Your Thoughts – we should dwell on the right things.
Philippians 4:8 

8) Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable--if anything is excellent or praiseworthy--think about such things. 

c. Guard Your Company – friends can corrupt our character.
Psalm 1:1 

1) Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked

    or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers. 


Satan will always be on the attack because if he can destroy the marriage, he can destroy the family. 
Once again, God is looking for faithful men – men who are faithful in their passion, priesthood and purity. Just as the Bible declares (Prov. 20:7), the Lord has reserved great blessings for those fathers who will live in faithfulness.  
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