BECOMING A GODLY MOTHER
Proverbs 31:10-19 (Part I)
Proverbs 31:10-19 

10) A wife of noble character who can find? She is worth far more than rubies. 

11] Her husband has full confidence in her and lacks nothing of value. 

12] She brings him good, not harm, all the days of her life. 

13] She selects wool and flax and works with eager hands. 

14] She is like the merchant ships, bringing her food from afar. 

15] She gets up while it is still dark; she provides food for her family and portions for her servant girls. 

16] She considers a field and buys it; out of her earnings she plants a vineyard. 

17] She sets about her work vigorously; her arms are strong for her tasks. 

18] She sees that her trading is profitable, and her lamp does not go out at night. 

19] In her hand she holds the distaff and grasps the spindle with her fingers. 



What do you think are the two most important holidays in the United States? If you let the United Postal Services determine the answer based on the most number of mails they handle during all the holidays, the two most important holidays would be: Christmas and Mothers day.



This would not be a surprise for many since mothers have always been esteemed very highly in our society. Listen to these words of the late Teddy Roosevelt. He is known to be a war president, so his words were not meant to put down soldiers in any way, but he surely wanted to honor mothers. He said:
When all is said, it is the mother, and the mother only, who is a better citizen than the soldier who fights for his country. The successful mother, the mother who does her part in rearing and training aright the boys and girls, who are to be the men and women of the next generation, is of greater use to the community, and occupies, if she only would realize it, a more honorable as well as more important position than any man in it. The mother is the one supreme asset of the national life. She is more important, by far, than the successful statesman, or businessman, or artist, or scientist.



The importance of Mothers is absolutely shared by the Scriptures.  The book of Proverbs which is known for giving wise precepts to God’s people  have spent almost a chapter in praising a godly woman and mother. I believe the inclusion of this passage in the Bible leaves the impression that God wants to provide proper guidance to all women and mothers on how they can fulfill their roles honorably. Who is a godly woman or mother who deserves to be honored by God? Here are her descriptions:  


I
HER CHARACTER: (v. 10)


Our text begins with a question:  A wife of noble character who can find? With this, the author acknowledges the fact that women with a godly character are difficult to find. 


Why is this so? From the ancient ages up to our time, many 
Women have focus on the outward beauty, rather than what is important to God. 

Proverbs 31:30 

30) Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised. 


Even the apostle Peter did not fail to address this in the Christian church:

1 Peter 3:3-4 

3) Your beauty should not come from outward adornment, such as braided hair and the wearing of gold jewelry and fine clothes.

4) Instead, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of great worth in God's sight. 


Beauty may have some advantages, but they are temporary. A godly character can bring greater benefits especially when she recognizes the fact that it brings about divine blessings (which is of great worth in God's sight). 
· She is worth far more than rubies – Rubies are rare expensive precious stones. The author wants to help us understand that a woman with a godly character is so invaluable that no amount of precious stones can be equal to her worth.
It is also noticeable than the author of proverbs speaks of wisdom in the same way: 

Proverbs 8:11 

11) for wisdom is more precious than rubies, and nothing you desire can compare with her.


Bringing the two verses together, we can surmise that a godly mother is one who is wise meaning she does not only know what is right before God. She applies and practices them. We need mothers who will really live out what they teach. The first nine verses of Proverbs 31 is the mother of King Lemuel giving him some godly advises in life:

· (vv. 1-3) – avoid adultery 
· (vv. 4-7) – avoid alcoholism

· (vv. 8-9) – uphold justice    

For sure, she is more than giving instructions. She will practice what she teaches. 

Mothers, would you consider becoming your family’s greatest treasure? Abraham Lincoln declared, “No man is poor who has had a godly mother.”
II
HER CONFIDENCE: (v.11-12)
Another area where a woman or a mother can demonstrate her godliness is in her reliability. Verse 11 says, the husband of such a wife goes forth to his daily occupations, having full confidence in her whom he leaves at home, that she will act discreetly, and promotes his interests while he is absent.  What a contrast with the ungodly wife! You have an example in Proverbs 7:18-20 concerning an ungodly wife:

Proverbs 7:18-20 

18) Come, let's drink deep of love till morning; let's enjoy ourselves with love! 

19) My husband is not at home; he has gone on a long journey. 

20) He took his purse filled with money and will not be home till full moon."


The context of Proverbs 7 is that of an adulterous woman who when her husband is away would seek out promiscuous relationships.
Then, as you move to verse 12, the writer of the passage speaks of the godly wife being a great asset to her husband. Her support to him brings him tremendous contributions not just for a short period of time but throughout her lifetime. 
Think about the saying:

Behind a miserable man is a contentious woman; behind a fulfilled husband is a virtuous woman.

Truly, a good and godly wife can bring the inspiration that a man need in life, so that he can be the kind of man God wants him to be. I’m sure any man who is married to a godly woman can agree with the saying in Proverbs 18: 22:
    He who finds a wife finds what is good and receives favor from the Lord.

III
HER CONTRIBUTION: (v. 13-19)


Continuing on the idea that a godly woman is an asset, the next verses beginning from verse 13 until 19, speak of her as being industrious. She is not afraid to work with her hands. The description from verse 13, “With eager hands” literally means, “With the delight of her hands,” suggesting that she enjoys her work.


Today, many of the tensions about roles for women in the modern world can be traced to the industrial revolution. In ancient times, certainly when this was written, there wasn't much division between home and work. People worked on farms, with the field and the vineyard close to home. The production of food and clothing, the training of children, everything that is required to live a life, took place in the context of a family business. There was continuity between being at home and being at work. In the modern world, where work has been taken a great distance away from home, women have greater struggles with how to balance their lives. 

In October 24, 2000, Focus on the Family in their Citizen Issues Alert quoted an article from The Washington Times about a recent survey released by the nonpartisan public policy group Public Agenda, which revealed that 80 percent of mothers between the ages of 18 and 29 would rather stay home and take care of their children than work full time. 


I believe the bottom line has to do with the relationship. When women have chosen to work outside the home, their work should never be an excuse for not pursuing an intimate relationship with their husband and children. 
Helen M. Young wrote in her book Children Won’t Wait:

"There will be a time when there will be no slamming of doors, no toys on the stairs, no childhood quarrels, no fingerprints on the wallpaper. Then may I look back with joy and not regret. God, give me wisdom to see that today is my day with my children. That there is no unimportant moment in their lives. May I know that no other career is so precious, no other work so rewarding, no other task so urgent. May I not defer it nor neglect it, but by the Spirit accept it gladly, joyously, and by Thy grace realize that the time is short and my time is now, for children won’t wait.”


Mothers, may you have relationships without regrets. I pray that God will continue to strengthen and guide you as you fulfill your divine calling. Remember, He is always there for you ready to assist you in areas where you need help. 

  
